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On June 4th, the MWFA hosted their 37th
Annual Fastener Show.  The location of this
show offers exhibitors and attendees the
opportunity to meet in the heart of the
fastener industry.  Exhibitors from across
the country and Taiwan were on hand to
feature products and services.  With there
being a great fastener concentration in  the
Chicago area, companies were able  to
send several attendees without incurring
travel expenses.  

Prior to the show, a very informative
panel discussion was held.  The panel
consisting of Tabitha Herbst of Central
Wire, George Hunt of Brighton Best, Charlie
Kerr of Kerr Lakeside and Paul Cincinello of
Worldwide Logistics drew a large audience
interested in the future of the fastener
market with proposed tariffs as well as
other inflationary issues.  Read more about
this discussion, in this newsletter,  in the
Panel Discussion article provide by John
Wolz of GlobalFastenerNews.com.  The
best way to be informed of what is going
on in the industry is to talk to those
keeping a close watch on the pulse of the
industry so the audience was very
fortunate to learn from our panelists.

Following the show the MWFA and
sponsors hosted the popular Fastener
Bash, as named by the MWFA.  Harris Kal,
formerly of Happy Days, entertained the
crowd while they enjoyed cocktails and
dinner.  We sure saw the industry let loose
playing games, building towers, and
creating a fun show for the observers.
The fastener industry family especially
enjoyed playing Family Feud!!

At the Fastener Bash, Wayne Wishnew
took a minute to thank Bob Baer of Abbott
Interfast for his leadership as MWFA
President the last two years.  Bob
continued to lead the association to new
successes while working with a strong
Board to continue the association’s strong
role in our industry.

The MWFA is a non-profit association
working hard to serve its members and the
fastener industry.  This show is one of the
great opportunities the MWFA offers and in
return gives back to the industry through
education and scholarships.  The MWFA
sends out a huge thank you to those  who
supported this event and appreciate the
benefits and great networking of
associations.

We appreciate our sponsors:

Gold Sponsor 
Kanebridge Corp. 

Bronze Sponsors 
BTM Manufacturing�
Distribution One�
Eurolink FSS, LLC
Metric & Multistandard Components 
National Fastener Distributors 
Association
Superior Washer 
XL Screw Corp.

More photos shown on pages 8 –10
and online at mwfa.net.

MWFA FASTENER SHOW DELIVERS

1946-2018

MWFA
Scholarship

Applications due 
September 15th



2

PRESIDENT'S NOTE

Wayne Wishnew/
XL Screw Corp.

I hope this newsletter
finds you all well. So far,
the MWFA is having a
great(hot) summer.

Despite all of the talk and uncertainty of
possible tariffs and their effects on our
industry, business still seems to be steady. 

In early June, we had a really successful
tabletop show and an outstanding pre
show panel discussion. The panel covered
many relevant and current topics facing
not only our industry but, most other
industries as well. Some of the topics were
steel/nut tariffs and the effects on
domestic manufacturing, California
Proposition 65 compliance, ocean/inland
freight, overseas pricing along with
excellent questions from the audience. I
was very proud to hear positive comments
about the panel’s knowledge, expertise
and how well prepared they were to
expertly answer all questions. The
audience certainly received valuable
information and ideas. I would like to
thank these four outstanding and talented
people on the panel: Tabitha Herbst of
Central Wire, George Hunt of Brighton Best,
Charlie Kerr of Kerr Lakeside and Paul
Cincinello of Worldwide Logistics. 

The Show featured 108 exhibitors. After
talking with each exhibitor, I was very
pleased to hear they felt the show was
busy and successful for them. Many of
them actually thanked me for the chance to
be part of a successful show. This, like all
MWFA shows, is an ideal time to connect

with suppliers, customers and key
business partners with whom you may not
have had face-to-face access. The
opportunities at these MWFA shows/events
are infinite. The MWFA offers each MWFA
member the chance for success and
growth by keeping in touch with suppliers
and customers. 

The day following the Show, the MWFA
hosted our annual Golf Outing at the
Eaglewood Resort. The MWFA golf outings
are historically, one of the largest in the
industry. This year, we were able to bring
together 140 morning and afternoon
golfers followed by dinner and prizes. We
had many contests and a Bazooka tee shot.
I think this may have been my only straight
shot of the day. This made for great fun. 

Many thanks to our contest and
green/tee sponsors. With the support of
the MWFA golf committee and our
sponsors, all had a good time. On behalf of
the MWFA Board, I would like to thank all
of you and our many generous sponsors
that supported the Show and Golf Outing.
Our membership is the backbone of our
association.  

Our mission states “Where education is a
priority”. Our Golf Outing and Show are a
huge benefit to our education programs
and the MWFA Scholarship Fund. Please
keep our students in mind when deciding
which shows you choose to budget to
exhibit or attend.

We have so many more events and
opportunities for the near future. Please
mark your calendars for the following
dates. August 20-24 is Fastener Training
week. We have another MWFA Mixer at Real

Time Sports in Elk Grove Village on August
23rd. Please plan on attending this strictly
social, networking event. There will be free
drinks and appetizers sponsored by the
MWFA and a host of kind sponsors. 

On October 11th, we will be hosting a
PPAP/Print reading seminar. Our instructor
provides an extensive background and
expertise.  This is a must attend seminar
for all in the fastener industry no matter
your level of fastener knowledge. 

November 8th is our Scholarship awards
dinner. Save the date, we have a great,
great speaker planned for this event. More
importantly, we will be awarding
scholarships to bright and deserving
students. 

The annual Holiday Party will held
December 13th. We have many fun
activities planned for this event, which
always proves to be fun.

It’s not too early to register for our 2019
Fastener Tech Show in Rosemont, IL. We
will be offering many different features at
this important event. Exhibitor registration
is open on our website or see inside this
newsletter for registration forms. 

Please remember, all of our events result
in opportunities for employees, students
and parents of the MWFA to further their
education.  I hope you enjoy the rest of
your summer.  I look forward to seeing you
at our upcoming invents.

Thank you all for all you do for the
MWFA.

Sincerely,
Wayne Wishnew
President, MWFA

President: Wayne Wishnew/XL Screw Corp.
Vice President: Mike Henry/MKH Sales & Associates
Treasurer: Paula Evitts/KDS Imports
Secretary: David Gawlik/All-Tech Hardware LLC/

Autocraft USA
Directors: Jeff Adams/Wing-Hamlin Co. Inc.

Glen Brin/Innovative Components Inc.
Matt Delawder/SWD Inc.
George Hunt/Brighton Best Int’l
Bryan Wheeler/Star Stainless Screw

Alternates: Bob Baer/Abbott Interfast Inc.
Rich Cavoto/Metric & Multistandard 
Components
Bob O’Brien/Certified Fasteners & Industrial 
Supply
Becky Russo/Sems and Specials
Brad Woolace/International Fasteners Inc.

Executive
Director: Nancy Rich

MWFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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MWFA PANEL:  NO CHANCE FASTENER PRICES DROPPING

By John Wolz
editor@GlobalFastenerNews.com

The Mid-West Fastener Association panel
program called for the subject to be
“Fastener Inflation,” but the tariff element
of rising prices from steel to screws
dominated the discussion.

Charles Kerr, CEO of third-generation
socket screw domestic manufacturer Kerr
Lakeside, cited a steel price going from
$25 in Q4 2017 to $39 in May 2018 as an
example of what the threat of tariffs do.
Scrap steel in 2015 was $4.14/hundred
weight. Now in 2018 it is $9.70. “That’s
got to be reflected in the selling price of
product,” Kerr noted. “A lot of this is
supply-driven in anticipation of tariffs,” he
observed.

Panic buying is adding to the supply
problem, said Paul Cincinello, who has
been in steel brokerage for 30+ years and
said he “cut his teeth in the steel industry
on fastener products in Rockford.” He is
president of Worldwide Logistics.
Cincinello observed that suppliers have
had to “protect inventory from the panic
buying of past 30 days.”

Tabitha Herbst, sales and commercial
development for Central Wire, said “232
involves every part of our every day.” How
much are nuts a “direct threat to security?”
she asked.

The Trump administration has justified
steel and aluminum tariffs after the

Commerce Department decided that steel
and aluminum imports “threaten to impair
the national security,” as defined by
Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of
1962.

“Friday, June 15th is now d-day,” George
Hunt, regional manager for Brighton-Best
International, declared. “You will see price
increases on Monday, June 18.”

On May 29 the Trump administration
decided to proceed with its proposal to
impose 25% tariffs on $50 billion worth of
goods from China. Meant to pressure China
on trade issues, the 301 tariffs involve a
range of products exported to the U.S.,
from flat screen TVs to medical devices.

Currently all nuts (HS code 73181600),
including inch, metric, and locking nuts,
are on the list of goods that will receive the
25% duty. The final list of items will be
announced on June 15, with tariffs
imposed shortly thereafter.

“Are finished nuts ‘intellectual property’?”
Hunt asked of the 301 rationale. “Everyone
here knows ’No!’ but the administration
had to get to $50 billion.”  

Kerr noted that “long term, loyal
customers will get product before others
who couldn’t find fasteners anywhere else.

Kerr pointed out that suppliers have to
consider replacement costs and that
increases prices with the tariff cloud
hanging over. There are many questions
on what tariffs will ultimately cover. For
example, Kerr asked if tariffs will be

applied to the steel or the processing too?
None of the panelists expressed support

for tariffs. The Bush tariffs, implemented in
2002, led to the loss of 200,000+ U.S.
jobs, Kerr said. The consequences of the
232 steel tariffs could be even worse for
U.S. companies because the 2002 tariffs
were not applied to Canada and Mexico.

Herbst noted that wire suppliers have to
price on market value now. It isn’t just the
threat of tariffs, Herbst pointed out:
Operational costs, recruiting employees in
the low-unemployment market and
overtime are raising prices.

When costs go up, suppliers “will pass it
on,” Herbst noted.

Customers need to know that lead times
are up from eight weeks to 12 weeks,
Herbst added.

There is no chance of prices going down. 
“Demand is up,” Hunt explained.

“Vendors are not lowering prices.”
There are other factors in prices than

tariffs and demand, Kerr pointed out. He
cited supply of electrodes for steel
processing as an example. China
essentially controls the supply, he
explained.

It is vital to talk to your customers and
have an “open and clear line of
communication,” Kerr advised.

Ultimately on the whole tariff issue, 
“the right hand doesn’t know what the left
hand is doing,” Kerr declared.
©GlobalFastenerNews.com

MWFA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE SEPTEMBER 15TH

It’s time to think about passing the word, to your
employees/coworkers, to take advantage of the
opportunity for students to apply for a MWFA
Scholarship.  Scholarships will be awarded in the
amounts of $1,500-$4,000.

The son or daughter (natural or step or dependent
child), as well as a spouse of an employee, or employee
of a dues-paid MWFA member are eligible to apply for a
scholarship. This applies to all MWFA members who
have been members for one calendar year or more.

An application and rules for applicants may be
downloaded at www.mwfa.net.
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View more photos

posted online at

www.mwfa.net

May was a busy month for the MWFA.
On May 10th they held their Essentials of

Metallurgy-Heat Treating and Plating class.
This class was on site at two locations:
Morgan Ohare and SWD Corp.  We
appreciate them being gracious enough to
provide plant tours and instructors.  This
year’s class was a sold out event proving
this is a very beneficial class for the
industry.  

Following the class, a MWFA Mixer was
held at Eaglewood Resort.  MWFA hosted
this by providing drinks, appetizers and a
roulette table for entertainment.  A preview
to plans for the holiday party.  

We thank the sponsors for this event:

Gold
Brighton Best Int’l

Silver
BTM Manufacturing
Certified Fastener & Industrial Supply
Delta Secondary
Kerr Lakeside Inc.
Riverdale Plating & Heat Treat LLC
Sems and Specials
Star Stainless Screw
Stelfast
XL Screw

On May 17th, the MWFA joined to the
NCFA to provide a Print Reading class prior
to their Distributor Social.  This gave NCFA
members the opportunity to attend an
education session without the travel.
Responses to this class were great,
attendees really enjoyed instruction by Mike
Henry/MKH Sales.  Mikes’ engineering
experience provides a great print reading
base for students.

Keep informed as to upcoming events.
Visit mwfa.net often.
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Visit mwfa.net
to register for

the August
Mixer event.



June 28, 2018, Akron, OH and
Lake Zurich, USA. FASTENER
TECH™ ’19, the seventh staging of
“The All-Fastener-Industry Event in the
Heart-of-the-Fastener Industry”, is
pleased to announce that exhibitor
registration is open and forms are
available online at www.mwfa.net and
www.fastenertech.com/fastenertech.a
sp. In addition, the official Floor Plan is
posted on-line for booth selection
purposes.

The event is scheduled to take place
in Rosemont (Chicago), IL, USA, June 3
to 5, 2019 at the Donald E. Stephens
Convention Center. FASTENER TECH™
’19 will offers attendees and exhibitors
a valuable, cost-effective and easy-to-
attend event that provides benefits to
fastener manufacturers, distributors,
users and suppliers. FASTENER TECH™
is a biennial event, and once again in
2019 it will be co-located with
SUR/FIN®, the annual conference and
exhibition for surface finishing
professionals, which is organized by
the National Association for Surface
Finishing, Washington, DC, USA,
www.nasf.org.  

FASTENER TECH ‘19 will feature an
Exhibition, Education Seminars, an All-
Industry Reception, and other
networking opportunities. The
preliminary schedule is as follows: 

• Education Seminars: June 3, 4 and 
5th, 2019

• Exhibition: June 4 and 5, 2019
• All-Industry Reception:  June 4,

2019

As a trade event, FASTENER TECH™
’19 will be unique on several fronts,
including the following: the relatively
low-cost and ease-of-exhibiting at and
attending the show, the all-industry
focus, the heart-of-the-industry
location, and a high level of
participation from fastener industry
associations. 

FASTENER TECH™ ‘19 is being
produced by Fastener Technology
International magazine, Akron, OH,
USA, and the 
Mid-West Fastener Association (MWFA),
Lake Zurich, IL, USA.  The most recent
FASTENER TECH™ was held in June
2017, also at the Donald E. Stephens
Convention Center in Rosemont
(Chicago), IL, USA, and it provided its
visitors with direct supplier access,
networking opportunities, business
intelligence, social programming and
technical education related to making,
distributing and using all types of
mechanical fasteners. In addition, the
2017 event included the debut edition
of the Fastener Industry Summit,
which was organized by the Fastener
Industry Coalition,
www.fastenercoalition.org. 

Fastener Technology International
(FTI) is a bimonthly international
technical magazine for manufacturers,
distributors and users of all types of
fasteners. The print edition is
delivered to thousands of subscribers
in more than 90 countries, and the
digital edition is available around-the-
clock at www.fastenertech.com.
Additional publications include a
monthly newsletter, the Fastener News
Report, and the annual FTI Buyers’
Guide.

The Mid-West Fastener Association
(MWFA) has been representing and
serving all segments of the fastener
industry for more than half-a century.
MWFA members include fastener
manufacturers, distributors, importers
and industry suppliers. Details are
available at www.mwfa.net.

Additional FASTENER TECH™ details
and a flipbook edition of the “2017
Exhibition Directory” are available at:
www.fastenertech.com/fastenertech.a
sp.   

Floor plan and registration form for
Fastener Tech also available on pages
X in this newsletter.

"FASTENER TECH™: The Fastener
Show produced by the Fastener
Industry for the Fastener Industry"

Find a copy of the FT '19
Registration form and floor plan
on pages 11 and 12.
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EXHIBITOR REGISTRATION FORMS & 
FLOOR PLAN ARE ONLINE
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Visit Our Website oftenfor more pictures!mwfa.net

GOLF OUTING – FUN NETWORKING FOLLOWING THE
MWFA FASTENER SHOW!!

As in past years, his year’s golf outing
continued to be a well attended event with
28 golfers teeing off at at 7:00 a.m. and
another 112 golfers in the afternoon.
Almost every hole had a contest allowing
many opportunities for golfers to win a
prize.  Prizes ranged from $100 to  a large
flat screen TV. 

Congrats to our Team Winners:

First Place Team
Rich Cavoto/Metric & Multistandard
Jason Bertone/Fascomp Electronic
Hardware
Bob Baer/Abbott-Interfast Corp.
Denny Cowhey/Computer Insights

Thank you to the team for their prize
donation to the Scholarship Fund.

Second Place Team
Tom Bigott/XL Screw
Weber Huang/XL Screw
Joe Clark/Komar Screw
Scott Young/XL Screw

Thank you to our Premium Sponsors: 
Star Stainless Screw (Golfers Lunch),
XL Screw, Kanebridge and Nylok (Cocktail
Sponsors)
Screws Industries (Golf Balls ) 
SWD (Bazooka Sponsor)

Thank you to our skill contest
sponsors:
South Holland Metal Finishing
Delta Secondary
Riverdale Heat Treat and Plating LLC
Big Bolt
Holbrook
Central Wire
Solution Industries
J&M Plating
All American Systems
Beacon Fasteners & Components
Abbott Interfast Corp
Brighton-Best Int’l
Fastron Co.
Kanebridge Corp.
SWD Inc.
Morgan Ohare
Darling Bolt

Thank you to our tee/green sponsors:
Sems and Specials
INxSQL Software
Wing-Hamlin Co. Inc.
SGS MSI
CSM Fasteners
FCH Sourcing Network
EFC Int’l
Nucor Fasteners
Distributrs Link Magazine
Continental Aero
BTM Mfg.
Fall River Mfg.
NEF
Rick Rudolph Assoc.
Central Wire
Kanebridge Corp.
GF&D Systems, Inc.
XL Screw Corp.
Allstar Fasteners
Computer Insights
Stelfast
Brighton Best Int’l
World Washer Mfg.

MWFA sponsored betting holes were won
by Bob O’Brien/Certified Fasteners &
Industrial Supply and Gary Kautz/Allstar
Fasteners

Ball Drop sponsored by MWFA won by
two balls landing in the hole Clayton
Allen/Buckeye Fasteners and Jim
Sullivan/Abbott Interfast Corp.



9

Photos courtesy of Distributor's Link Magazine
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BAZOOKA GOLF FUN
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READER'S CORNER

SWD Inc. Begins Work on 25,000
sq. ft. Extension 

On June 7th, 2018, SWD Inc. held a
groundbreaking ceremony to celebrate a
26,000 sq. ft. expansion of their existing
160,000 sq. ft. facility.  In attendance
were Village of Addison Officials,
representatives from BMO Harris Bank,
and members of Laub Construction. With
this addition, SWD projects growth of 15%
in year-over-year sales and expects that
anywhere from 12-15 new positions will be
created.

The current expansion is the second
phase of a project that added 60,000 sq. ft.
in 2012.  The extra 26,000 sq. ft. will help
with process flow in this state-of-the-art
coating production facility.  It has been
designed to allow for more warehousing
with an automated racking system for part
storage along with new office space for
centralized shipping, receiving, and order
entry processing.

The 3 million dollar addition follows a
series of investments.  This expansion is
aligned with SWD’s mission to “Bring our
customers the highest level of quality and
service in the metal finishing industry”.
SWD Inc. specializes in Black Oxide,
Passivation of Stainless Steel, Phosphate
coatings (Zinc, Manganese & Iron), Fastener
Sorting and licensed application of High
Corrosion Magni, Dörken and Yuken
coating systems.  Last year, SWD
introduced a state-of-the-art robotic organic
coating line with unprecedented production
capabilities.

This project is expected to take 
six months and should be finished by
November 2018.

EFC Accelerates Growth Into Mexico  
ST.LOUIS, MISSOURI – June 15, 2018 -

EFC International, a leading supplier of
engineered fasteners, with their corporate
office in St. Louis, Missouri, continues to
expand their global presence with the
establishment of their office and warehouse
in Mexico, EFC Global, S de RL de CV. 

“Our recently established legal entity and
operations in Mexico, including a
warehouse in Querétaro, outside sales
engineers, customer service and support
staff in Mexico, enables EFC to enhance our
service level in the region.  We’re able to
respond more quickly and hold inventory in
closer proximity to our customer base.  We
also are positioned to act as a key channel
partner into Mexico for our strategic
partner suppliers.  With our locations in the 
United States, Mexico, Germany, China and
South Korea, EFC truly has become a global
leader in the supply of engineered fasteners
and components.  EFC enables multi-
national OEM customers and suppliers to
utilize our services on multiple continents,
taking advantage of our global network to
mitigate supply chain risks and improve 

local service,” said Mary Becker, Vice
President of North American Sales.  

Expanding its global footprint and
investing in key strategic global markets,
EFC ensures both supplier and customer
needs are met.  EFC’s robust international
growth is a tribute to the EFC team and to
the strong international reputation of the
world-class manufacturers who they have
partnered with.   These partnerships ensure
customers receive the high-quality service
they’ve come to expect from EFC –
anywhere in the world.  

EFC International is a leading supplier of
specialty engineered metal, plastic, cold-
formed, spring steel stampings, electrical
and assembled component parts to the
OEM and Distribution market places.   
(6-18)

For more information contact:
Joyce Gerber
P: 314-439-4374
jgerber@efc-intl.com
www.efc-intl.com

To be sure your company news gets into the next MWFA

newsletter, mail, fax or email your news release to:

MWFA, PO Box 5, Lake Zurich, IL  60047

Fax: 847-516-6728   Email: mwfa@ameritech.net

The deadline for the next newsletter is September 1, 2018.

The MWFA accepts VISA, MasterCard 
and American Express.

Linked in
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All America Threaded Products, Inc.
Denver, CO

Alper Services LLC
Chicago, IL

Components Company Inc.
Brookfield, WI

Fascomp Electronic Hardware
Orlando, FL

Fastener Suprstore
Downers Grove, IL

Jackson Manufacturing, Inc.
Maquoketa, IA

Linked in

June 4th and 5th, 2019
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SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

Every year we are fortunate enough to
have many members add Scholarship
donations to their dues check.  We would
like to thank those who have contributed to
the 2018 Scholarship Fund.   

3Q INC.
ALFA TOOLS
ABBOTT-INTERFAST CORP.
ALL AMERICAN SYSTEMS
BOB BAER/ABBOTT INTERFAST CORP.
BRIGHTON BEST INTERNATIONAL
CHICAGO HARDWARE & FIXTURE
CONTINENTAL-AERO
CROWN SCREW & BOLT CORP.
CSM FASTENER PRODUCTS
DACO PRECISION INC.
DARLING BOLT CO.
DENNIS COWHEY/COMPUTER INSIGHTS
DETLA SECONDARY
ED LACERRA FAMILY 

EUROLINK FSS, LLC
FALL RIVER MFG. CO.
FASTENERS BY DESIGN
FIELD FASTENER SUPPLY
GREENSLADE & COMPANY
HI-TECH FASTENER
IMSM
ISSCO INC.
J&M PLATING
JASON BERTONE/FASCOMP ELECTRONIC
HARDWARE
JIM KELAM

IN MEMORY OF ED LACERRA
JIM SULLIVAN/ABBOTT INTERFAST CORP.
JINDING FASTENING PIECE CO.
KANEBRIDGE CORP.
KDS IMPORTS INC.
KEN FORGING INC.
KEVIN BOOTH SALES
LIBERTY FASTENER CO.
METRIC & MULTISTANDARD 

COMPONENTS CORP.
MORGAN OHARE INC.
NORTH EAST FASTENERS
R.K. PRECISION PRODUCTS 
RICH CAVOTO/METRIC & MULTISTANDARD
COMPONENTS
ROBBIE AND GINA GILCHRIST
SCREWS INDUSTRIES
SEMS & SPECIALS INC.

IN MEMORY OF ED LACERRA
SOUTH HOLLAND METAL FINISHING
WILLIE WASHER MFG.
WING-HAMLIN CO.
XL SCREW CORP.

Bold print: indicates a company-
sponsored scholarship (minimum
$1,000 donation).  

Visit Us Often for Updates and Photos!

Mid-West Fastener Association • PO Box 5, Lake Zurich, IL  60047 • (847) 438-8338
Email:  info@mwfa.net     www.mwfa.net

UPCOMING EVENTS

August 20 – 24 Certified Fasteners Specialist Class
Belvedere Banquets, Elk Grove, IL

August 23 MWFA Mixer
Real Time Sports/Elk Grove, IL

October 11 PPAP/Corrective Action Seminar
Elk Grove, IL

November 8 Scholarship/Elections Dinner Meeting
Belvedere Banquets, Elk Grove, IL

December 13 Holiday Party
Medinah Banquets, Addison, IL

Linked in


